
Sunday morning in Cape Town with a late Summer sun keeping the rain away.. 

 

So we’re back home after 8 weeks and over 17,000 kms and what at trip it was.  I hope you enjoyed the updates on the 

road...the comments seemed to be positive. 

 

I’ll just give you a list of places you should go to or just look up if you want to know more about this part of Africa.  In no 

particular order: 

 

Fish River Canyon,  Moremi National Park, Victoria Falls,  Lake Mweru, Kansanka National Park, Shiwa N’gandu, 

Zanzibar, Kilimanjaro,  Ngorogoro, Lake Malawi. 

Best hotels of the trip were Kapishya Hot Springs and the Lake Mweru Water Transport Rest House. 

Don’t go to:  Lusaka and Dar es Salaam, 

Worst hotels of the trip were Civic Hotel in Mansa and Beach Chamber hotel in Karonga and the Fairview in Lusaka. 

 

I’ve caught up on all the emails and am now back in the swing.  Stormers are winning and Millwall are winning.  It’s as if 

I was never away. 

 

Enjoy your week with three tips as usual...with the SDI tip on www.sdisouthafrica.com 
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March 28th 2010 

This week we used, read, visited, played with... 

After 8 weeks on the road I can’t speak highly enough of the Nissan Patrol.  It’s much cheaper than a 

Landcruiser...or should I say that the Landcruiser is for some reason 25% more expensive than it really 

should be. 

Couldn’t have got anywhere without the GPS and Tracks4Africa routing.  That’s the only way to travel.  

We had paper maps and still used them but the GPS really did the trick. 

Every one of our 8 countries had ATMs.  Travellers Cheques are dead and buried...but don’t leave home 

without a pocket full of US Dollars.  That’s the world’s global currency...especially at borders. 

Take a short wave radio.  Even today in Africa you find places where that’s the only way to get any 

news.. 

(03-25) 02:18 PDT Fairfield, Conn. (AP) -- 

Police in Connecticut say they had ample warning of a bank robbery because the two suspects called 

the bank ahead of time and told an employee to get a bag of money ready. 

Police arrested 27-year-old Albert Bailey and an unidentified 16-year-old boy on robbery and threatening 

charges Tuesday afternoon at a People's United Bank branch in Fairfield. 

Sgt. James Perez says the two Bridgeport residents showed up about 10 minutes after making the call 

and were met by police in the parking lot. Perez told the Connecticut Post the suspects were "not too 

bright." 

It's not clear if Bailey and the teen have lawyers. 
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Money in my pocket 
 
I’ve just spent the last 8 weeks of my life with money in my pocket and being happy to spend it 
while I was on my roadtrip in Africa. 
 
Time after time I was told “sorry we’re closed” or given a surly face which said “we don’t want 
your business.” 
 
If you run any business, especially in the hospitality sector....make sure you’re open and make 
sure you’re ready to take people’s money. 
 
I remember writing a tip like this about life in South Africa...well the rest of Southern Africa is 
worse. 
 
If your restaurant is supposed to be open then it should be.  If the shop is open it should have 
staff in it...who do know how to work the till and don’t have to ask for assistance.  In one hotel 
where we wanted to stay we were told to wait while the owner had a shower.  We went down the 
road. 
 
As I said to South Africans...in the land of the blind the one eyed man is king.  You don’t have to 
be world class...just better than the others...and people will beat a path to your door. 
 
Just ask Carnivore restaurant in Nairobi which is heaving with people every night and Mark 
Warner the owner of a hotel in Zambia who sat up with us when we were the only guests and 
made us feel personally welcome.   
 
Good practice is around...but it can be mighty hard to find. 
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Smiles and friendship 
 
The reason that I’m smiling at you and being your friend when I’m negotiating with you is 
because that’s the easiest way to separate you from your money. 

 
How cynical does that sound?...and it is cynical when it’s done artificially. 

 

But when it’s done naturally and people are genuinely pleasant and caring and understanding 
then it’s a delight to do business with them and you shower them with your money and pay 

over the odds because it’s so much fun to be there. 

 
Sour faced, miserable people will never make good negotiators or business operators. 

 

Nice is good for business...always was...always will be. 
 

 

 
 

 
 


